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Dear David,  

 
CNIB helps nearly 15,000 children and youth who are blind or partially 

sighted achieve their best at every stage of their development through a 
range of programs and services. For many, navigating the education system 

can be difficult as they face significant issues with accommodation and 
inclusion. Schools can find it problematic to effectively integrate children and 

youth with sight loss into the classroom, and make the mainstream 

curriculum accessible. With students often experiencing long waits to get the 
required content in formats they can read, and lacking the technology they 

need to read it, children and youth with sight loss can be left on the sidelines.  
 

According to the 2011 World Report on Disability by the World Health 
Organization, children and youth with sight loss are among the most excluded 

group. It showed that education outcomes are poorest among children and 
youth with sensory disabilities such as sight loss, in comparison with children 

and youth with physical disabilities. In fact, only 65 per cent of those with 
sight loss graduate from high school, compared to 81 per cent of their sighted 

peers.  
 

While CNIB aims to level the playing field for students with sight loss by 
developing life-changing programs, imparting vital knowledge and advocating 

for change, we can’t do it alone. It is critical that we work together to ensure 

these children and youth have the right support – it is an essential foundation 
for a well-rounded, successful adulthood. Therefore, we support the Every Kid 

Counts campaign as it strives to close the gaps in the education system for 
children and youth living with disabilities, including those with sight loss, and 

empower families to make the best choices that meet the educational needs 
of their children. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 

Angela Bonfanti 
Vice President, CNIB Foundation (Ontario & Quebec) 


